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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Goyette, Roger R. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 27 
Extent: 2 boxes (2 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Roger R. Goyette Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Gift of Roger R. Goyette, 1987. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, October 23, 1987. Updated by Abigail 
Cramer, March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents Goyette’s activities as a Representative in the 
Massachusetts Legislature for New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The Roger Goyette papers focus primarily on matters of importance to the New Bedford 
Representative and his constituency.  Although much of the material is available from other 
sources, the collection gives the researcher insight into some aspects of government.  The 
collection includes correspondence, legislative materials on the financing of micro businesses, a 
fingerprinting program for child safety, as well as other legislative matters.  There are also 
newspaper clippings, legislative materials, and publications relating to subjects of interest to 
Goyette. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Roger R. (“Sparky”) Goyette was born in New Bedford, Massachusetts on January 22, 1925. A 
Democrat, he served in the State House of Representatives, representing the 11th Bristol District, 
from 1977 through 1986.  He also is a small business owner in New Bedford. From 1980 to 1986, 
Goyette introduced nearly 100 pieces of legislation, many of which were enacted into law.  His 
particular interests were liquor liability law for small businesses, the needs of minority groups 
especially in New Bedford, a child fingerprinting program, alcohol-blended gasoline, small boat 
titles, and the improvement of correctional facilities in the Commonwealth.  He served on the 
following House committees: Ways and Means, Public Service, Public Safety and Natural 
Resources and Agriculture (Vice Chair). 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers were retained in their original order; some materials are organized by format 
(correspondence, newsclippings, etc.), and some by subject. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Gift of Roger R. Goyette, 1987. 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1-8 Correspondence (8 folders) 1977-1986 
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1 9 Malpractice and Medical Liability Law Reform undated 
1 10 Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group 
(MASSPIRG): Utility Rates 
undated 
1 11 Micro business Financing (H4713 of 1986) 1986 
1 12 Newspaper Articles regarding Steering Systems on Vehicles 
Carrying Hazardous Cargo 
undated 
1 13 Liquor Liability Law undated 
1 14 Franco-Americans and Portuguese-Americans undated 
1 15 Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, Feasibility undated 
1 16 Auto Insurance Reform Proposal, Summary 1985 
1 17 Maximum Security Prison Construction (H5151 of ?) undated 
1 18 Alcohol in Gasoline, John G. Curry Testimony (H6404 of  ?) undated 
1 19 Vehicle Titling and Salvage Control undated 
1 20 Boat Titling Laws undated 
1 21 Alcohol-Blended Gasoline undated 
1 22 Massachusetts Convention Center Authority undated 
1 23 Child Safety undated 
1 24 Various Legislative Matters undated 
1 25-31 Newspaper Clippings (7 folders) undated 
1 32-35 Publications (4 folders) undated 
2 36 Goyette Legislation 1982-1986 
2 37 Notice of Hearings undated 
2 38 Resolves undated 
2 39 Acts undated 
2 40 Diagram of General Court undated 
 
